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Student’s Overall Performance   

This report provides a record of student’s test results on the NeSA in reading,  
mathematics and science. 

Scale Score 
A student’s scale score is a transformed version of the raw score.  It provides comparable 
meaning across grades and across years, but only within the same subject area. Scores 
should not be compared across content standards or years because the items vary in 
difficulty level. No score means the student did not test.  

Performance Levels 
The NeSA is designed to measure knowledge against state standards. Scores on these 
tests are grouped into three performance levels. The performance level chart (found below) 
shows the scale score ranges associated with each level.  

Percentile Rank 
A student’s percentile rank is the percentage of the peer group (e.g., grade) that the student 
surpassed. 

Performance on Content Standards  
Reading, mathematics and science are composed of different content standards. The chart 
on the right shows how the student did on these content standards. 

Interpretation of Chart  
The chart displays where the performance cut score lies within the possible scale score 
range (0-200). Scale scores are represented by the diamond (♦).  
For example, student’s scale score in reading is 126. Note that the diamond representing 
this score falls in the Meets the Standards scale score range. If students with this scale 
score were retested, they would usually be expected to fall between 118 and 130. 

 

Performance 
Level 

Scale Score 
Ranges 

Reading 
State Percent 

Mathematics State 
Percent 

Science State 
Percent 

Exceeds the 
Standards 

135–200 999 999 999 

Meets the 
Standards 

085–134 999 999 999 

Below the 
Standards 

084 and below 999 999 999 

 

Student’s Performance by Content Standard 
PERFORMANCE LEVELS AND PROBABLE SCALE SCORE RANGES 
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Content Area 
Points 

Possible 
Points 
Earned 

Student’s 
Scale Score 

 

 

  

         Below the 
         Standards 

 

   Meets the 
    Standards 

  

       Exceeds the 
       Standards 

 

Reading 42 21 126 
                                               ♦  

 

Mathematics 60 36 127 
                                               ♦  

Science 55 24 128 
                                               ♦  

 
 

Reading Content Standards 
Total Number 
of Questions 

P e r c e n t    C o r r e c t 

Student District State 

Vocabulary 7 999 99 99 

Comprehension 35 999 99 99 

 

Mathematics Content Standards 
Total Number 
of Questions 

P e r c e n t    C o r r e c t 

Student District State 

Number Sense 8 999 99 99 

Geometric/Measurement 10 999 99 99 

Algebraic 12 999 99 99 

Data Analysis/Probability 6 999 99 99 

 

Science Content Standards 
Total Number 
of Questions 

P e r c e n t    C o r r e c t 

Student District State 

Inquiry 8 999 99 99 

Physical Science 10 999 99 99 

Life Science 12 999 99 99 

Earth/Space Science 6 999 99 99 

 
 

Nebraska State Accountability—the NeSA tests are intended to measure, report, and 
compare student performance on academic content standards in all Nebraska public school 
buildings.  
More information about the NeSA testing program including the curriculum standards, 
performance level descriptors, and converting your child’s scale score to a percentile rank 
can be found on the Nebraska Department of Education website at www.education.ne.gov 

      STUDENT NAME : Last Name, First Name MI. DISTRICT :   SAMPLE DISTRICT  (99-9999-999) GRADE :   11 

BIRTH DATE :   99/99/9999  SCHOOL :   SAMPLE SCHOOL  (99-9999-999)       

  

Student’s  
Scale 

Score* 

State 
Average 

Scale Score 

Student’s 
Performance 

Level 

Student’s State 
Percentile Rank 

Reading 126 999 Meets the Standards 999 

Mathematics 127 999 Meets the Standards 999 

Science 128 999 Meets the Standards 999 
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Performance Level Descriptors – Grade 11 
 

 

Performance 
Level 

Scale Score 
Ranges 

Reading Mathematics Science 

 

Exceeds the 
Standards 

 

135–200 
 

  
 
 

  

 

Meets the 
Standards 

 

085–134 
 
 

  
 
 

  

 

Below the 
Standards 

 

084 and 
below 

 
 

  
 
 

  

For the complete descriptors see http://www.education.ne.gov  

 


